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D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D D E M A N D  A N D  S U P P L Y

Ten Reactors Funded, 235,000 Workers by 2035

Four executive orders · May 23, 
2025

$17.5B conditional loan 
commitment · June 23, 2026

Ten AP1000 reactors targeted 
under construction by 2030

National goal ≈400 GW by 2050

≈100,000

235,000

375,000

≈90,000 skilled trades

T OD AY 2 0 3 5 2 0 5 0

Skilled trades: the only category constrained on all three DOE measures.

50-60% of an active 
build

40% retirement-eligible within 
10 yrs

320,500 welders needed by 2029, all 
industries

55 mean age of the U.S. 
welder

Sources: EO 14300 · DOE EDF (2026) · DOE Liftoff (2024), Fig. 44 · DOE NE (2026) · NCEA (2025) · AWS (2023) 02



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D P R O G R A M  T E X T

One Document, Two Directions
OFF ICE OF NUCLEAR ENER GY ·  IDAHO  O PERATIO NS  OFFI CE · ≈$100M ·  BI PARTI SAN INFR AS TRUCTURE LAW

E LI G I B I L I T Y  ·  P .  4

The prime applicant is an institution of higher 
education.

Two-year and technical colleges qualify.

A WA R D S T R U C T U R E  ·  P .  22

“a lead university applicant”

Lead seat: universities only.

R O U ND - O N E  M E R I T  S C O R I NG

Technical merit 40%

Safety credential 30%

Community-benefits plan REMOVED

Removed per the 2025 executive orders; the freed weight is open.

An administrative document, not a statute; DOE can revise it.

This provision, not eligibility, is why no college has led.

Source: FOA DE-FOA-0003410 (FY 2024) 03



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D R O U N D - O N E  R E C O R D

Ten of Ten, University-Led

$49.7M
AC RO S S T EN PR O J ECT S  ·  A PR .  2 0 2 6 0 CO LL EG E- LED  PR IM ES

N O T A B L E AW A R D S

Toledo · Great Lakes Partnership $19.2M

ANS, three community colleges, and the IBEW

NC State · Reactor Safety Training $18.3M

Two-year integration named among six pathways

Indian River State College, ≈4,000 nuclear 
nuclear technicians trained, did not apply: the 

apply: the award language reserves the lead 

lead for a university.

Kevin Cooper, RCNET PI · interview, July 2026

Partners throughout. Primes nowhere.

Sources: DOE/NEUP FY 2025 award listing (Apr. 2026) · ANS Nuclear Newswire 04



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D C A P A B I L I T Y

DOE Has Opened a Program Before

I N D U S T R I A L  A S S E S S M E NT  CE N T ER S  ·  2 0 2 3

$32M to 17 new hosts
University-only from 1976. The 2023 expansion placed the first awards 

at community colleges, trade schools, and union training programs.

D EL I V E R E D  A T  V O G T L E

Augusta Tech trained Southern 

Nuclear's operators and 

maintenance staff as requested. 

Construction craft was never 

part of the request.

The constraint is the program's design, not institutional capability.

Sources: DOE IAC expansion (2023) · Power Engineering, Vogtle/Augusta Tech 05



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D P O L I C Y  A L I G N M E N T

Policy Already Points This Way

2025 Executive Order Nuclear careers prioritized; apprenticeships and CTE to expand

ADVANCE Act §402 NRC trade-school traineeships; rollout paused under EO 14332 review

Bechtel + NABTU National apprenticeship MOU, May 2026

Texas $350M nuclear fund and a workforce program

ANS + NEI Skilled-craft workforce a stated priority

The alignment is complete; only the delivery mechanism is missing.

Sources: EO May 23, 2025 · ADVANCE Act §402 · EO 14332 · Bechtel-NABTU MOU (2026) · Tex. HB 14 / SB 1535 06



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D P R O P O S E D  A M E N D M E N T S

Five Edits to an Existing Document

1 · Lead-applicant language: the correction Part III.E.1 · p. 22

2 · Safety credential includes construction qualification Part I, p. 16 · Criterion 2, p. 68

3 · Priority for new-build regions Priority language, p. 25

4 · Name the construction-trades gap Criterion 1, p. 68

5 · Score constrained categories and non-federal match Merit criteria, p. 68

Additive. No redirected funds. No set-aside.

Source: FOA DE-FOA-0003410, Parts I, III, V 07



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D A M E N D M E N T  O N E

Conform Page 22 to Page 4

Awards will be made to consortia comprising a lead university applicant a 

lead institution of higher education applicant, including accredited two-year 

and technical colleges.

Conforms page 22 to page 4. A correction, not new policy.

Source: FOA DE-FOA-0003410, Part III.E.1, item 1 08



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D A M E N D M E N T S  T W O  A N D  T H R E E

Responsive and Scorable

2 Name construction qualification inside the 
safety credential

Safety-related welding, ASME Section IX under 
NQA-1, is reactor safety; it belongs in the 
credential.

IN THE FOAPart I, p. 16 · Criterion 2, p. 68

SCORES UNDERSafety credential · 30%

3 Priority consideration for new-build regions
regions

Add regions with reactors under construction or an 
NRC construction permit, alongside the existing 
operating-plant priority.

IN THE FOAPriority language, p. 25

ALIGNS WITHDeploy-new-reactors goal · 2025 EO

Additive. No redirected funds. No set-aside.

Sources: FOA DE-FOA-0003410, Parts I, III, V · ASME BPVC Sec. IX · NQA-1 09



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D A M E N D M E N T S  F O U R  A N D  F I V E

Named and Credited

4 Name construction-trades certification 
certification among the gaps

The cited estimate already includes the workers 
who build; score trades applications on the gap 
they address.

IN THE FOACriterion 1, p. 68

SCORES UNDERTechnical merit · 40%

5 Credit constrained categories and cost 
cost share

Under 2 CFR 200.306, donated instruction and 
facilities count toward the match; a builder's weld 
lab qualifies.

IN THE FOAMerit-review criteria, p. 68

SCORING WEIGHTWeight freed by the removed 20%

Additive. No redirected funds. No set-aside.

Sources: FOA DE-FOA-0003410, Criterion 1 (p. 68) · 2 CFR 200.306 10



D E - F O A - 0 0 0 3 4 1 0  ·  S E C O N D  F U N D I N G  R O U N D R O U N D - T W O  W I N D O W

2029 Labor, 2026 Decisions

M O B I LI ZA T I O NS  20 29 - 3 2

Degree + qualification · 2-3 yrs

Apprenticeship · 4-5 yrs

2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032

≈$50M of the program remains

Round two anticipated 2026, not yet 
yet issued

EO 14332 grant review pending

The solicitation is being amended now. The only question is what the amendments should say.

Sources: DOE Liftoff (2024) · DOE, June 23, 2026 · EO 14332 Bradford M. Arnold, bradford.arnold@uta.edu 11
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